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Faith in Tribulation - Far West 

By 1838, many Saints left Ohio to join with those 
driven from their homes in Missouri. They gathered 
in the wilderness area of Caldwell County in 
northwest Missouri and built the city of Far West as 
a temporary place of refuge. Joseph Smith and his 
family arrived in March 1838.  Despite their severe 
trials, the Saints were anxious to be obedient to the 
Lord‟s commandment to build a temple.  They 
started by laying the cornerstones but were not able 
to complete the temple before being driven from Far 
West. 

When we are experiencing difficult trials in our 
own lives, how does obedience to the Lord’s 
commandments enable us to move forward? 

The Prophet and other Church leaders were 
captured by a mob in the fall of 1838. Most were 
soon released, but Joseph and five others were 
moved to Liberty Jail. By the following spring, the 
Saints had fled Far West to safe havens in Illinois 
and Iowa.   Although the early Saints were asked to 
endure severe trials, the Lord continued to lead 
them through the Prophet, Joseph.  In the midst of 
affliction, important revelations were given that 
continue to bless our lives today. 

Here are some of the revelations Joseph 
received in Far West: 

1. God revealed to the Prophet that Far West was 
located on holy ground, and the Saints were 
commanded to build a temple here. Cornerstones 
for the temple were laid in early July. 

2. God revealed that His Church was to be called 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

“…The	Mormons	must	be	treated	as	
enemies,	and	must	be	exterminated	
or	
driven	from	the	state	if	necessary	for	
the	
public	peace--their	outrages	are	
beyond	
all	description...	
I	am	very	respectfully,	your	ob't	
serv't,	
L.	W.	Boggs,	Commander-in-Chief.” 

This is an excerpt from the Missouri Executive 
Order, issued to the militia in 1838 by the governor 
of Missouri, Lilburn Boggs.  Three days later, the 
militia attacked a settlement of Latter-day Saints at 
Jacob Haun‟s mill. Seventeen Latter-day Saints and 
one friendly non-Mormon were killed. Another 
thirteen were wounded. Vicious threats, acts of 
violence and plunder were forced upon the 
remaining Saints. 



 
  

 
 

3.  God directed the Saints to "pay one-tenth of all 
their interest annually" to financially sustain the 
Church. 

severe and cutting rebuke. Though his expansive 
mind grasped the great plan of salvation and solved 
the mystic problem of man's destiny—though he had 
in his possession keys that unlocked the past and 
the future with its succession of eternities, in his 
devotions he was humble as a little child.” "Sketch of 
My Life," Relief Society Magazine, Mar. 1944, 136 

4. And from Far West, the Lord sent the Twelve 
Apostles on an important mission to England. 

Think about how your life has been affected by 
these revelations from the Lord.  For instance, 
what specific blessings have you experienced by 
living the law of tithing? 

Eliza R. Snow, General Relief Society President, 
1866–1887 

“As a philanthropist, his soul was broad as Eternity. 
In the cause of truth and righteousness, in all that 
would benefit his fellow man, his integrity was a firm 
as the pillars of heaven. He knew that God had 
called him to the work, and all the powers of earth 
and hell combined, failed, either to deter or divert 
him from his purpose. With the help of God and his 
brethren, he laid the foundation of the greatest work 
ever established by man, a work extending not only 
to all the living, and to all the generations to come, 
but also to the dead. He boldly and bravely 
confronted the false traditions, superstitions, 
religions, bigotry and ignorance of the world, proved 
himself true to every heaven-revealed principle, true 
to his brethren and true to God, then sealed his 
testimony with his blood.” "Anniversary Tribute to the 
Memory of President Joseph Smith," Woman's 
Exponent, Jan. 1, 1874, 117 

“ We murmured not” -  Joseph Smith: 

“We have been driven time after time, and that 
without cause; and smitten again and again, and 
that without provocation; until we have proved the 
world with kindness, and the world has proved us, 
that we have no designs against any man or set of 
men, that we injure no man, that we are peaceable 
with all men, minding our own business, and our 
business only. We have suffered our rights and our 
liberties to be taken from us; we have not avenged 
ourselves of those wrongs; . . . yet we have yielded 
peaceably to all these things. We have not 
complained at the Great God, we murmured not, but 
peaceably left all, and retired into the back country, 
in the broad and wild prairies, in the barren and 
desolate plains, and there commenced anew; we 
made the desolate places to bud and blossom as 
the rose.” History of the Church, 3:67–68. 

We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God 
according to the dictates of our own conscience, and 
allow all men the same privilege, let them worship 
how, where, or what they may. Articles of Faith 1:11. 

Eliza R. Snow, General Relief Society President, 
1866–1887 

“I resided in the family of Joseph Smith, and taught 
his family school, and had ample opportunity to mark 
his „daily walk and conversation,‟ as a prophet of 
God; and the more I became acquainted with him, 
the more I appreciated him as such. His lips ever 
flowed with instruction and kindness; and, although 
very forgiving, indulgent, and affectionate in his 
temperament, when his God-like intuition suggested 
that the welfare of his brethren, and the interests of 
the kingdom of God demanded it, no fear of 
censure—no love of approbation could prevent his 



 
  

 
 

1. Independence: Identified as the center place of 
Zion (see D&C 57:3). A temple site was dedicated 
on 3 August 1831. The Saints were driven from here 
in 1833. 

6. Nauvoo: Located on the Mississippi River, this 
area was the gathering place for the Saints from 
1839 through 1846. Here a temple was built, and 
ordinances such as baptism for the dead, the 
endowment, and the sealing of families began. Here 
the Relief Society was organized in 1842. 2. Fishing River: Joseph Smith and Zion's Camp 

traveled from Kirtland, Ohio, to Missouri in 1834 to 
restore the Jackson County Saints to their land. 
D&C 105 was revealed on the banks of this river. 

Revelations received include D&C 124-29. 

7. Carthage: Here the Prophet Joseph Smith and 
his brother Hyrum were martyred on 27 June 1844 
(see D&C 135). 3. Far West: This was the largest Mormon 

settlement in Missouri. A site for a temple was 
dedicated at this location (see D&C 115). On 8 July 
1838, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles received a 
call from the Lord to serve missions in the British 
Isles (see D&C 118). 

8. Winter Quarters: The headquarters settlement for 
the Saints (1846-48) en route to the Salt Lake 
Valley. The Camp of Israel was organized for the 
westward journey (see D&C 136). 

4. Adam-ondi-Ahman: The Lord identified this place 
in upper Missouri as the site where a future great 
gathering will take place when Jesus Christ comes 
to meet with Adam and his righteous posterity and 
receive keys (see D&C 78:15; 107:53-57; 116). 

9. Council Bluffs (Kanesville): The First Presidency 
was sustained here on 27 December 1847, with 
Brigham Young as President. as the foundations 
of this great work were being laid. 

5. Liberty Jail: Joseph Smith and others were falsely 
imprisoned here from December 1838 to April 1839. 
In the midst of troubled times for the Church, Joseph 
called on the Lord for direction and received D&C 
121-23. 



 
  

 
 

Trials	in	Tribulation	

CTK with Youth Challenges CTK through Duty to God 
!  Continue reading the Book of Mormon 

“chapter a day” assignment. 
Turn to page 18, and look at the third bullet 
point. Using the topic of "Faith" from the list 
on page 20, create an outline as described. 
Think specifically about faith in tribulation. 
Focus your response on how faith can help 
you in times of trial. 
Share with your quorum or family something 
you learned from this exercise (e.g., faith 
precedes miracles, personal experience of 
faith overcoming trials, etc.) 

Do at least one of the following: 
!  Read D&C 115 about the naming of the 

church 
Read D&C 119 about the law of tithing !  

!      Memorize Seminary Doctrinal Mastery for 
Malachi 3:8-10 

!      Using this month‟s newsletter, lead an FHE 
discussion on what you have “Come to 
Know.” 

CTK through Personal Progress 
Value: Divine Nature 

CTK as Leaders 
Trials in Tribulation 

(for use in the “Personalized Value Experiences”  section) Consider holding a mutual activity related to this 
Adversity is something all of God‟s children will 
experience in this life. Look up “adversity” in the 
topical guide of the Bible and read all of the 
scriptures listed. You may consider marking a 
few that you like in your own scriptures. 
How does understanding your divine nature 
help you faithfully endure your own trials? 
Record your thoughts and feelings in your 
journal. 

month‟s theme. 

"As for the perils which I am called to pass 
through," Joseph reflected, "they seem but a small 
thing to  me, as the envy and wrath of man have 
been my common lot all the days of my life. It all 
has become a second nature to me; and I feel, like 
Paul, to glory in tribulation; for to this day has the 
God of my fathers delivered me out of them all." 

CTK as a Family 
!  Read and present a family home evening lesson 

on President Uchtdorf's talk entitled "Of Things 
that Matter Most" http://www.lds.org/general- 
conference/2010/10/of-things-that-matter- 
most?lang=eng Have a discussion on how to 
handle difficulties in life. 

!  

!  

As a family look for a  neighbor or someone at 
church who could use a friend or help.  Find a 
way to support and help them. 
With it being Christmas time, decide as a family 
what you can do to present Christ with a "gift" 
celebrating his birth.  This could be a 
commitment to hold regular family home 
evening, family prayer or attend the temple to do 
baptisms regularly. 

228 days until Nauvoo 


