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Our focus is to come to know the sacrifice and 
personal trials of the Prophet while at the courts 
and jails in Richmond and Liberty, Missouri, 
through the eyewitnesses of him and his 
companions. 

Living Under Constant Threat of Dying 

In late October 1838, Governor Lilburn W. 
Boggs issued an extermination order to rid the 
state of Missouri from Mormons. A mob of 
some 3,500 men surround the Mormon city of 
Far West. Joseph and the Saints are barricaded 
in and ready for the attack. Joseph and 9 other 
men are tricked into coming out to talk about a 
truce, when they are taken prisoners.  The 
yelling and whooping of their captors could be 
heard for miles. They hold a court martial until 
midnight on November 1,and the commander 
issued the following: 

Prophets in Chains  – 
The History of Holy Men 

“Bonds and imprisonments and persecutions 
are no disgrace to the Saints. It is that that is 
common in all ages of the world since the days 
of Adam. . . . What we do not learn by precept 
we may learn by experience. All these things are 
to make us wise and intelligent that we may be 
the happy recipients of the highest  glory.” 
(Hyrum Smith, Letter to Mary Fielding Smith, 
1839,Liberty Jail, Missouri – Church Archives) 

13	Months	in	Missouri,	6	months	in	Jail	
Joseph	is	33	years	old	

Mar	13		Joseph	and	Emma	arrive	in	Far	West,	Missouri	

Oct	27		Governor	Boggs	signs	order	to	“Exterminate	
the	Saints”	

Oct	31		Joseph	and	50	others	taken	prisoner	at	Far	
West	,	sent	to	Richmond	Jail	

Oct	30		Mobs	kill	17	Saints	at	Haun’s	Mill	

Dec	1		Transferred	to	Liberty	Jail	

Mar	20	Writes	letter,	portion	of	which	becomes	D&C	
121,122,	and	123	
April	15		Allowed	to	escape,	starts	for	Nauvoo	
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Sadly the scriptures teach us that it has often 
been the experience of holy men that they are 
persecuted by the ruling class and courts of the 
day —Joseph in Egypt, Jeremiah by King 
Zedekiahat Jerusalem, Abinadi by King Noah in 
the land of Lehi-Nephi, Paul by King Agrippa, 
even Jesus by the Sanhedrin and the Roman 
Pilate.  And so it was with Joseph Smith. 
Indeed, like many of his prophetic counterparts, 
Joseph was martyred while being restrained at 
Carthage Jail in Illinois. 



 
  

 
 

“Take Joseph Smith and the other prisoners into 
the public square of Far West and shoot them at 
9 o‟clock tomorrow morning.” 
(Samuel Lucas, Missouri Militia Commander, 
Nov. 1, 1838) 

I rebuke you, and command you to be still; I 
will not live another minute and hear such 
language. Cease such talk, or you or I die this 
instant!‟” 
(Parley P. Pratt,History of the Church, 3:208) 

Each day for the next two weeks, Joseph is 
taunted that he is going to be executed, shot by a 
firing squad in the town square, lynched on a 
tree, told names of men who are ordered to do it, 
etc.  It is a real and constant danger. 

What does courage look like and how do 
you know when to take a stand? 

Leave or Die 

While Joseph and the others were constantly in 
the dark—cold, confined, and hungry—Joseph 
knew that the people he had encouraged to 
gather in Missouri were also struggling. 

What would you do, if you thought you 
were in your last days? 

The Saints back in Far West and other Mormon 
towns (Dewitt, Diahmon, etc.), now with most 
of their leaders in prison, have their weapons 
taken from them, their houses plundered, and 
are forced to leave in the winter. Joseph is not 
only constrained from comforting the saints, he 
cannot even care for his own family.  Other men 
help Emma, Julia (7), Joseph III (6), Alexander 
(1), and Joseph’s aging father (68) and mother 
(64) exodus across the 150 miles to Illinois. 

Epistles from Prison 

Most of the books of the New Testament were 
letters the Apostles (Peter, John, Paul) wrote to 
the saints, some while they were in Roman 
prisons. These letters are referred to as 

Courage through Adversity 

Joseph and now some 50 men are taken as 
prisoners to Richmond, the state capital. It is in 
this, the Richmond Jail, that the guards continue 
their threatening talk. Parley Pratt, who was 
there, records it this way: 

” “epistles    and are now considered scripture. 

“We had lain as if in sleep till the hour of 
midnight had passed and our ears and hearts 
had been pained, while we listened for hours to 
the obscene jests, the horrid oaths, . . . and 
filthy language of our guards . . . [boasting] of 
defiling by force wives, daughters and virgins, 
and of shooting or dashing out the brains of 
men, women and children.. . . On a sudden 
[Joseph] arose to his feet, and spoke in a voice 
of thunder: . . .„Silence, ye fiends of the 
infernal pit! In the name of Jesus Christ 



 
  

 
 

While Joseph Smith was in Liberty Jail, he too 
wrote epistles to the saints. One in particular 
dated March 20, 1839, was 26 pages long. 
Portions of it are now Doctrine and Covenants 
121, 122, and 123 and are scripture to us. 

After months of inhumane treatment and 
imprisonment, even a man as great as the 
Prophet Joseph Smith cried out to the Lord in 
anguish wondering,“Where art thou?”  One of 
the lessons we learn from Liberty Jail is that we 
all go through times of trial.  Even when things 
seem hard and they may get even harder, we are 
called to press forward in faith. There may be 
times where we feel that God has left us alone. 

Joseph started his letter with “Your Humble 
servant Joseph Smith Jr. Prisoner for the Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake.” 

Joseph also declared in this  hour of despair, 
"And where is the pavilion that covereth thy 
hiding place?" 

The letter speaks to: 
! Why “many are called, but few are chosen,” 
! How the “rights of the priesthood are 
inseparably connected with the powers of 
Heaven,” In October 2012 General Conference, President 

Henry B. Eyring stated, “Many of us, in 
moments of personal anguish, feel that God is 
far from us. The pavilion that seems to intercept 
divine aid does not cover God but occasionally 
covers us. God is never hidden, yet sometimes 
we are, covered by a pavilion of motivations 
that draw us away from God and make Him 
seem distant and inaccessible”. 

! What happens when we “cover our sins”   or 
“gratify our pride,” 
! What is “the nature and disposition of almost 

all men, as soon as they get a little authority,” 
! How we should reprove “betimes with 

sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost;  and then [show] forth  afterwards an 
increase of love,” 
! How we  should “let virtue garnish [our] 

thoughts unceasingly;  then shall [our] 
confidence wax strong,” 

In answer to Joseph's prayer, a loving Father 
responded with these loving words in D&C 
121:7–8: “My son, peace be unto thy soul; thine 
adversity and thine afflictions shall be but a 
small moment; And then, if thou endure it well, 
God shall exalt thee on high; thou shalt triumph 
over all thy  foes.” 

 ! Why are we called to “pass through 
tribulation,” 
! Why we should  “wear out our lives in 

bringing to light all the hidden things.” 

“Each of us must go through certain 
experiences to become more like our Savior. In 
the school of mortality, the tutor is often pain 
and tribulation, but the lessons are meant to 
refine and bless us and strengthen us, not to 
destroy  us.” 

Some of the most quoted scriptures in the 
Church come from these letters. 

In your struggles and trials, what 
questions would you hope God would 
answer? (Robert D. Hales, "Faith through Tribulation 

Brings Peace and Joy," Ensign, April 2003) 

How is your personal sacrifice made 
easier when thinking about the Savior's 
ultimate sacrifice for us? How have you 
found comfort during sacrifice through 
prayer? 



 
  

 
 

Sacrifice 

CTK with Youth Challenges CTK as a Family 
The Book of Mormon chapters this month cover 
famous missionaries (Alma the Younger, 
Ammon, Amulek, the Sons of Mosiah). As you 
read, record in your study journal their 
sacrifices for the chance to teach the gospel 
and the blessings they gain. 

Sacrifice is sometimes defined as the giving up 
of something good for something better. As 
you think of potential new year’s resolutions 
think of things that could be given up in 
exchange for something better.  Examples 
could be: 

Do at least one of the following: !  Less TV - more books 
!   Read D&C 121:36-40.  How are the rights of the 

prishood affected by personal worthiness? 
!   Memorize D&C 122.  Share it with someone who 

may be feeling down 

!  
!  
!  

Less texting - more face to face conversations 
Less gossip - more compliments 
Less individual time - more family time 

!   Discuss with your Class/Quorum this 
month's CTK CTK as Leaders 

“Come Follow Me” 
CTK through Personal Progress 

Value: Knowledge 
The Sunday youth lesson for January is “The 
Godhead”.  As you prayerfully consider each 
Sunday discussion, consider how this month’s 
Nauvoo theme “Sacrifice” can be incorporated 
into each lesson. 

(for use in the “Personalized Value Experiences”  section) 
Knowledge can come by study and also by 
experience. The prophet Joseph Smith learned 
much, even as he suffered inhumane treatment 
and imprisonment. You may not be required to 
suffer these same adversities, but you will have 
trials designed to teach and refine you. Read 
the October 2012 conference talk, "Where is 
the Pavilion?" by Henry B. Eyring. Think about 
what you have learned from your own personal 
struggles. Are there habits or choices you are 
making that may draw you away from God, 
making it difficult for Him to help or teach you? 
Can you feel His influence in your daily life? 
Choose one thing that you can change or 
sacrifice to improve your ability to feel His love 
and guidance and work on it for the next two 
weeks. In your journal, record how this 

!  How can a greater understanding of our true 
relationship to God help us endure in times 
of trial? 

!  

!  

!  

What sacrifices has our Heavenly Father 
and his Son Jesus Christ made for us? 
How can an understanding of their sacrifices 
help us to find hope? 
How can an understanding who we are and 
who we can become help us to choose the 
right? 

January	Book	of	Mormon	Reading	Chart	
Mon	 Tues	 Wed	 Thurs	 Fri	 Sat	 Sun	

experiment has affected you. 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
Alma	3									Alma	4									Alma	5									Alma	6									Alma	7									Alma	8									Alma	9	

CTK through Duty to God 
Read through your priesthood office duties 
found on page 23 (Deacons), 47 
(Teachers), or 71 (Priests). 

8	
Alma	10							Alma	11							Alma	12						Alma	13							Alma	14							Alma	15							Alma	16	
15	
Alma	17							Alma	18							Alma	19						Alma	20							Alma	21							Alma	22							Alma	23	

9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	

!  

!  

16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	

22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
In your study journal, make a list of the 
sacrifices required to fulfill these duties 
(e.g., blessing the Sacrament requires 
personal worthiness, etc.). 
Next to each sacrifice, record the blessings 
you have seen or can expect for your 
sacrifice(s). 

Alma	24							Alma	25							Alma	26						Alma	27							Alma	28							Alma	29							Alma	30	
29	 30	 31	
Alma	31							Alma	32							Alma	33	

200 days until Nauvoo 
!  


